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VISION STATEMENT St. Raymond Parish is a

family. As disciples of Jesus, we are “children of God”
and “brothers and sisters in Christ.” Jesus himself says,
“Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my
brother, and sister, and mother” (Matthew 12:50). We
welcome all to belong to our Catholic family and to
inherit with us in Christ the mission to preach the Gospel!

MISSION STATEMENT St. Raymond Parish is a
community united by our Catholic Faith as disciples of
Jesus Christ. We seek communion with God the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit through ongoing personal and
communal conversion to Christ and a deeper commitment
to the mission Jesus gives each of us to preach the
Gospel. The sacred scriptures and sacraments of the
Church sustain us. We dedicate ourselves to Truth and
strive to grow in love of God and neighbor through
community, prayer, study, and service, as we work by
grace to build up in one another and share freely with
others the abundance of magnificent gifts God has given.

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS

If you are a visitor to St. Raymond Parish, we want you to
know you are welcome here—whether you have come
from another part of the country, from across the world,
or another parish in the Archdiocese. Say hello to any of
our parishioners! For information about our parish or to
register, please contact us at office@straymondmp.org.

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS
MASSES
Sundays

5:15 pm Sat. Vigil, 8:00 am,
10:00 am, 12:00 Noon, 6:00 pm
8:15 am (Mon.-Sat.) in the Chapel
6:00 pm Vigil, 8:15 am, 12:00 Noon,
5:30 pm, 7:00 pm

Weekdays
Holy Days

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Saturday
after the 8:15 am Mass in the Chapel
Thursday
7:00 pm—8:00 pm at Holy Hour
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
First Thursday after 8:15 am Mass in the Chapel
Thursday
7:00 pm—8:00 pm at Holy Hour
Weekends
After all Masses or by appointment
RECONCILIATION
Saturday
3:45 pm—4:45 pm or by appointment
Tuesday
6:00 pm—8:00 pm during Lent
Thursday
7:00 pm—8:00 pm at Holy Hour
LITURGY OF THE HOURS
Mon.-Sat.
7:25 am (Office of Readings and
Morning Prayer) in the Chapel
ROSARY
Mon.-Sat.
8:00 am in the Chapel
BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, AND FUNERALS
Please contact the parish office at 650-323-1755 or
office@straymondmp.org.

I
C
: Cover: Christ’s Entry into
Jerusalem by William Gale (1823-1909). Public
Domain. Page 3: The Entry into Jerusalem from
The Armenian Gospels of Gladzor: The Life of
Christ Illuminated. Page 6 (left): Jesus Washing
Peter's Feet by Ford Madox Brown (1852-56).
Public Domain. Page 6 (right): Good Friday VI Consummatum Est by Fr. Lawrence Lew, O.P.
Mount Claret Retreat Center, Phoenix, AZ. CC BY
-NC-ND 2.0 https://flic.kr/p/TBE94U Page 7:
Paschal Candle by Fr. Lawrence Lew, O.P. CC BY
-NC 2.0 Image cropped. https://flic.kr/p/FX2Kj
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If you have a
notice for the bulletin, please send it to
bulletin@straymondmp.org. Submissions are due
by Friday two weeks before the publication date.
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SALLY VANCE-TREMBATH, PH.D.

As Dominican pastors know best, and most
Catholics know well, Thomas Aquinas (d. 1274) is
the great theologian who shaped most Catholic
thinking beginning in the 13th century. He was
indeed
the
theologian
who
systematized
Catholicism’s essential feature: the trust that all
created reality is saturated with God’s presence. I
find it helpful to think of him as a “utility player.”
At a time when universities were organizing human
knowledge, Aquinas made the case for human
knowing as the starting point for
identifying God’s activity in the world
and in history. He placed Christianity’s
truth claims about reality in dialogue
with all the truth claims made in all
university disciplines. There seemed
to be no question that Aquinas
could not “field.”
Noting that Aquinas was central
for several centuries, we would
do well to learn about the
equally great theologian
who became the utility
player beginning in the
20th century, Karl Rahner
(d.1984). The questions
of the centuries between
Aquinas and now are both
the same and different.
Human persons have
always
been
human
persons. Human persons
however, have not always
lived in the world we
inhabit. Our context and
concerns have significant
differences
from
Aquinas’ time. Our time
has been shaped by the
massively destructive and
massively creative 2oth
century. The power of
human knowledge has always been used for evil
purposes,
just
ask
Aquinas’
intellectual
contemporary Dante. It is only recently that
intellectuals can so freely reject the truth claims that
Christianity makes describing them as irrational,
unprovable, and even silly. Belief in God during
Aquinas’ time was seen as the highest expression of

human knowledge; Theology was the most
important discipline in the blossoming university.
Indeed, it was “the Queen of the Sciences.”
So how are we to ponder Palm Sunday and the Holy
Week that it launches in a time when confidence in
Jesus’ Resurrection is questioned and even
rejected? The Passion of Our Lord is harrowing.
How might we carry it with us the rest of the week
so that when we fall into the mystery of Jesus’
suffering, we are deeply ready to encounter him
anew? Our 20th century theologian makes
this plea.
“If we want truly to be Christian, this week
ought to be a time when we share in a
special way in the passion of Christ. …
For we share by faith in the passion our
Lord precisely by realizing that our
life is a participation in his destiny.
…If we were aware of this…we
would understand that his passion
is the unique acceptance of the
passion of humankind, in which
it is accepted, suffered,
redeemed, and freed into the
mystery of God.”
Notice Rahner’s central
charge: realizing that our
life is a participation in
Jesus’ destiny. We
listen to the Passion
of Jesus to sharpen
our ears to God’s
invitation into the
most profound truth
claim of all: Jesus’
destiny
is
our
destiny.
Sally
VanceTrembath was born
and raised in Iowa.
She earned her MA
and Ph. D. at the University of Notre Dame. She has
worked in Catholic education all her professional life
and has been particularly interested in the relationships
among the Church, the school and the wider society.
During the Archbishop Hunthausen investigation by the
Vatican, she served on his Pastoral Council. That
experience was seminal in the formation of her work on
the ecclesiology of Vatican II.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., April 13, 5:15 pm
Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord
Sun., April 14, 8:00 am
Sun., April 14, 10:00 am

Sun., April 14, 12:00 pm
Sun., April 14, 6:00 pm
Mon., April 15, 8:15 am

H

Renaldo Rossetti &
Virgina Galassi †
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TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 2019

Dennis Warner †
The Imperial & Bantug
Families, Both Living &
Deceased
St. Raymond Parish
Jeff Herle
For all the Living &
Deceased Benefactors of
the Order of Preachers

Tues., April 16, 8:15 am
Wed., April 17, 8:15 am
Thur., April 18, 7:00 pm Elizabeth Ting †
Holy Thursday
Fri., April 12, 7:00 pm
Celebration of the Lord’s
Good Friday
Passion
Sat., April 13, 8:00 pm
Aurelio Maestrini †
Easter Vigil
Sun., April 14, 8:00 am
Ralph Ruocco †
Easter Sunday of the
& Joan Briggson †
Resurrection of the Lord
Sun., April 14, 10:00 am Maria Paolucci †
Sun., April 14, 12:00 pm St. Raymond Parish
Sun., April 14, 6:00 pm
Marti Connors Asher †
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9:00 am

Legion of Mary

5:30 pm

Buildings & Grounds Committee

6:00 pm

Confession

7:00 pm

Finance Council

7:45 pm

Couples’ Ministry

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2019
10:00 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Small Group Bible Study
SVdP Homeless Conference
R.C.I.A.

HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019
8:15 am

Tenebrae

7:00 pm

Mass of the Lord’s Supper

After Mass Adoration until Midnight

H

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 2019

There will be no regular Holy Hour this Thursday April
18th. There will be Adoration April 18th after the Mass
of the Lord’s Supper which starts at 7:00 p.m.
Adoration will continue until Midnight.

8:15 am
Tenebrae
12:00 pm Tre Ore
7:00 pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

P
S
As a parish
community we pray for the sick among us, including:
Arthur Ang, Balvina Gonzalez, Bernice Corcoran,
Celeste Green, Diane Mojtehedi, Emmanuel Barbariol,
Janice Hagy, Karen Lundberg, Lynn Bacon, Margaret
McSweeney, & Modesta Cintron.

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2019

M

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 2019

8:15 am
8:00 pm

S
Do you know of
anyone who is homebound or ill? Please contact the
parish office at office@straymondmp.org or (650) 3231755 and help us get in touch with those who need
ministry.

8:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

Mass
Family Mass
Easter Egg Hunt and Coffee &
Donuts in Rose Garden
12:00 pm Mass
6:00 pm Mass

A

S
is available after the
5:15 pm Saturday Mass and after all Sunday Masses.
Please see Father after Mass if you wish to be anointed.

S
Due to early printing deadlines, collection and Fall Drive
totals for the Weekend of April 6-7 will be published in
next week’s bulletin.

Tenebrae
The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night
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Holy Thursday’s collection will benefit St.
Anthony of Padua Dining Room. Good Friday’s
collection will go to the Holy Land.
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The parents of St. Raymond School showed their
appreciation to the faculty and staff during Teacher
Appreciation Week. Festive decorations in the
faculty room, breakfast treats, specialty coffee
drinks hand delivered by parents, flowers, and a
beautiful luncheon in the Parish Center all made for
a very special
week.
Our St. Raymond
School
teachers
are an impressive
group of educators with a combined total of 455
years of teaching experience and fifteen advanced
degrees. We are very lucky to have such an
outstanding and dedicated faculty working day in
and day out to challenge our students to reach their
full academic potential, support spiritual growth,
and bring out the best in each and every student. St.
Raymond teachers consistently develop and refine
their
curriculum
and
instruction to meet the needs
of the student population. A
recent student survey showed
that the majority of our
students
feel
respected,
supported, and challenged by
their classroom teacher.
Our teachers work hard to
support the school Mission
Statement - “St. Raymond
School is a family united by
our Catholic tradition. Faculty and staff partner
with parents, the parish, and the community to
support our students in becoming stewards of faith
and curious learners who effect positive impact on
their immediate and global communities.”
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Fr. Mark Padrez, O.P., has been announced as
the new executive director of the Conference
of Major Superiors of Men effective April 1,
2019.
Fr. Christopher Fadok, O.P., and other newly
elected provincials participated in the
Provincials Workshop at Santa Sabina in
Rome, headquarters of the General Curia of the Order of
Preachers. Let us pray for all of these friars in their
important leadership roles.

Saturday, April 27, 2019 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
“Engaging the Heart” Marriage Preparation
Workshop. Other session dates this year include
May 11, August 3, September 7, and October 19.
Sunday, April 28, 2019, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Retreat for Mothers - with Mary Abinante.
Sunday, May 12, 2019, 11:00 am—Mother's
Day Lunch & Mass with the Vallombrosa Choir.
Friday, July 26 to Wednesday, July 31, 2019—
Beating Back the Gates of Hell – How a Weak
Church Strengthens Saint and Sinner Alike—
Annual Six Day Retreat with new Auxiliary
Bishop Robert Christian, O.P.
For more information on these events and to
register, please visit www.vallombrosa.org/
calendar/.
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Sunday, April 28, 2019
9:00 am - 3:00 pm, $49

Directed by Mary Abinante
This retreat is for mothers of all
ages and in all stages of life.
Motherhood is a special calling.
We’ll reflect on how God blesses,
sustains, and consoles us as we live
our unique vocation.
The day will include presentations, quiet reflection,
conversation, prayer, and the celebration of Eucharist.
For more information or to
www.vallombrosa.org/calendar/.

register,

visit
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BY FR. JAMES MARTIN, S.J.
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Lent is a time that the Universal Church reflects on
Christ's Passion and Death in an intensely focused
way. After Jesus was nailed to the cross, He spoke
7 short expressions. These statements are now
commonly referred to as the "The Seven Last
Words." These words are recounted in Sacred
Scripture and are found throughout the four
Gospels.
“Father, forgive them, they know not what they
do.” Luke 23:34
“Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.” Luke 23:43

The answer is in the look on St. Peter’s face, in this
my favorite painting, by Ford Madox Brown of the
scene from the Gospels that is remembered on Holy
Thursday. Peter wants nothing to do with this. It
is he, the disciple, who should be washing Jesus’s
feet. And yet that is what we do every day: we let
God wash us, care for us and love us, in ways that
do not depend on whether we feel "worthy" or not.
In the First Week of the Spiritual Exercises of St.
Ignatius Loyola, retreatants are asked first to
consider all the many blessings that God has
bestowed on him or her. After a few days of
meditating on these blessings, sin comes to the
fore. Why? Not because Christians are masochistic.
Rather, as one spiritual director once said to me,
"In the bright sunshine of God’s love, our shadows
become more evident." Thus, over time, the
retreatant begins to understand himself as a "loved
sinner." "Depart from me, Lord," says Peter in
another context, "for I am a sinful man." But Jesus
does just the opposite--he stays with Peter and calls
him to follow.
This is why this remarkable painting has always
been so powerful for me. Not simply for the act of
lovingkindness that the Son of God lavishes on
Peter, but because of the look on the face of the
other disciples, who don’t quite grasp that God’s
love is freely given, not earned. And most
especially for the expression on St. Peter’s face-in full recognition of his identity as a "loved
sinner."
This article appears courtesy of America Magazine.
Originally published on April 9, 2007. Used by permission.

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there
whom he loved, he said to his mother, “Woman,
behold, your son.” Then he said to the disciple,
“Behold, your mother.” John 19:26-27
And about three o’clock Jesus cried out in a loud
voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which means,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
Matt 27:46
After this, aware that everything was now finished,
in order that the scripture might be fulfilled, Jesus
said, “I thirst.” John 19:28
When Jesus had taken the wine, he said, “It is
finished.” And bowing his head, he handed over the
spirit. John 19:30
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father, into your
hands I commend my spirit”; and when he had said
this he breathed his last. Luke 23:46
The reading and meditation of the Seven Last
Words will take place on Good Friday at our Tre
Ore service at 12:00 Noon. “Tre Ore” means “The
Three Hours” which commemorates the Three
Hours Agony of the Passion of Christ.
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BY FR. CARL SCHLICHTE, O.P.

The first and often overlooked symbol in
the Easter Vigil is darkness. The church and
the world are shrouded in night, not only
because the sun has set, but more significantly
because the Son is in the heart of the earth.
The light of the world (cf. John 8:12) seems to
be absent. The palpable stillness that began on
Good Friday has profoundly settled in. It is as
if the entire universe is holding its breath.
This is the atmosphere that the Church gathers
in to begin its vigil, its night watch for the
fulfillment of the Lord’s promise: “Behold,
we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of
Man will be handed over to the chief priests
and the scribes, and they will condemn him to
death and hand him over to the Gentiles who
will mock him, spit upon him, scourge him,
and put him to death, but after three days he
will rise.” (Mark 10:33-34) All of us have felt
that darkness at one time in our lives or
another.
The Paschal or Easter Candle is a primary
focal point and symbol of Christ not only in
the early part of the Vigil, but throughout the
Easter season. It stands as the singular light in
the world plunged into darkness by sin and
death. All gathered light their tapers from the
one Easter Candle and soon the church
flickering with light. It recalls Jesus telling
the disciples, “You are the light of the
world…your light must shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds and glorify
your heavenly Father” (Matthew 5:14, 16) It
is the first clue that something wonderful is
going to happen. We carry not our own dim

light, but the resplendent light of Christ. “Be
glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her, /
ablaze with light from her eternal King, / let
all corners of the earth be glad, / knowing an
end to gloom and darkness.” (from the Exultet
or Easter Proclamation)
The Baptismal font and to an extent those
to be Baptized are another powerful symbol.
The font is the gateway to eternal life, where
each Christian dies with Jesus to sin and rises
triumphant with Him. Its waters recall the
waters of the Red Sea and Israel’s
emancipation from slavery in Egypt. But the
freedom that Christ offers in Baptism offers is
far greater: from the bonds of sin and death.
The newly Baptized remind us all of the joy
and excitement of receiving the priceless gift
of salvation. Those of us who are Cradle
Catholics (like myself!) have a tendency to
forget this excitement.
The Easter Vigil overflows with symbols; I
have chosen to focus on only three. Like so
many mysteries, words do not come even
close to describing the reality. The Vigil is
something that every Catholic should
experience at least once. It is long liturgy for
sure, but if one is open to what is being
witnessed to in word and gesture and fire and
smoke and water and oil, not to mention bread
and wine, God will undoubtedly reward the
effort. You will know that you have been to
church, but also come away with a renewed
sense of the wonder of the person of Jesus and
to what lengths God went to for our salvation.

CELEBRATE EASTER WITH US! VIGIL: 8:00 PM EASTER SUNDAY: 8:00 AM 10:00 AM 12:00 NOON & 6:00 PM
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St. Raymond’s Easter Bunny was so excited
about the fun he had with you last year that he
will rejoin us this year after the Easter
Sunday 10:00 am Mass in the Rose Garden.
There will also be an Easter egg hunt in the
garden lawn.
Coffee & Donuts will return to the Rose
Garden starting Easter Sunday after the 10:00
am Mass (weather permitting, as always). Kids:
no climbing on trees, please.

Dedicate an Easter lily in memory of or in
honor of a family member or other loved ones.
The lilies will decorate the altar this Easter.
Lilies can be purchased outside the church.
This is the last weekend to purchase lilies.
Lilies can also be purchased online at
www.straymondmp.org/lilies.

