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CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS 
 

MASSES  

Saturdays 5:15 pm Vigil 

Sundays  8:00 am,10:00 am, 12:00 Noon,  
     6:00 pm 

Weekdays 8:15 am (Mon.-Sat.) in the Chapel 

Holy Days  8:15 am, 12:15 pm & 7:00 pm 
 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Saturdays  after the 8:15 am Mass (Chapel) 

Thursdays  7:00 pm—8:00 pm at Holy Hour 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  

1st Thursdays after 8:15 am Mass (Chapel)  

 or by appointment 

 

RECONCILIATION  

Saturdays  3:45 pm-4:45 pm or by      
      appointment 

Thursdays  7:00 pm—8:00 pm at Holy Hour 

 

LITURGY OF THE HOURS 

Mon.-Sat.   7:25 am (Office of Readings and   
     Morning Prayer) in the Chapel 

 

ROSARY 

Mon.-Sat.   8:00 am in the Chapel 
 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, AND FUNERALS  

Please contact the parish office at 650-323-1755 or 
 email  office@straymondmp.org. 

ST. RAYMOND PARISH 
Served by the Dominican Friars of the Province of the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus (Western Dominican 
Province) since 2013. 
 

 
 ADDRESS 
 1100 Santa Cruz Avenue  
 Menlo Park, CA 94025 

TELEPHONE 650-323-1755 FAX 650-561-3755 
 EMAIL office@straymondmp.org 
 WEBSITE www.straymondmp.org  

PASTOR  
 Fr. Jerome Cudden, O.P. jcudden@straymondmp.org  

DEACON 
 Tom Kelly tkelly@straymondmp.org 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
 Amy Jobin ajobin@straymondmp.org 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 Valerie Mattei vmattei@straymond.org 

PARISH COORDINATOR 
 Ronnica Hagy rhagy@straymondmp.org 

BULLETIN EDITOR/SACRISTAN 
 John Sanchez jsanchez@straymondmp.org 

FACILITIES SUPERVISOR 
 Pedro Hernandez phernandez@straymondmp.org 

GROUNDSKEEPER 
 Javier Hernandez 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 Lori Mirek (Chair)  
  pastoralcouncil@straymondmp.org 
   Members: Karyn Leahy, Jeanne Quinlan,  
   Dan Gilbert, Colleen Foraker, Hallie Colorado, 
   Stephanie Lane, Amy Jobin, Valerie Mattei 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
 Mike Latham (Chair)  
  finance@straymondmp.org 
   Members: Hallie Colorado, Amy Staas, 
   Caitlin Burke, Tim Connors 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
If you are a visitor to St. Raymond Parish, we want 
you to know you are welcome here—whether you 
have come from another part of the country, from 
across the world, or another parish in the 
Archdiocese. Say hello to any of our parishioners! 
For information about our parish or to register, 
please contact us at office@straymondmp.org. 

VISION STATEMENT St. Raymond Parish is a family. As disciples of Jesus, we are “children of God” 
and “brothers and sisters in Christ.” Jesus himself says, “Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is 
my brother, and sister, and mother” (Matthew 12:50). We welcome all to belong to our Catholic family 
and to inherit with us in Christ the mission to preach the Gospel!  
 

MISSION STATEMENT St. Raymond Parish is a community united by our Catholic Faith as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. We seek communion with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit through 
ongoing personal and communal conversion to Christ and a deeper commitment to the mission Jesus 
gives each of us to preach the Gospel. The sacred scriptures and sacraments of the Church sustain us. 
We dedicate ourselves to Truth and strive to grow in love of God and neighbor through community, 
prayer, study, and service, as we work by grace to build up in one another and share freely with others 
the abundance of magnificent gifts God has given. 



SPEAKER SERIES 

PURGATORY AND GHOSTS  
 

Monday, October 28, 2019, 7:00 pm 
with Fr. Jerome Cudden, O.P.  

In the month of November, our liturgical prayers 
turn towards the End Times with the Solemnity of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ the King, and our deceased 
loved ones with All Saints and All Souls Days. For 
these reasons, we are asked to pray for our deceased 
loved ones, particularly those in Purgatory. What is 
Purgatory? Why is it needed? What happens there? 
What about the unsettled souls of our dead? Are they 
ghosts? Should we try to communicate with them? 
Join us as we look beyond this world, and glimpse 
into the world to come on Monday, October 28, 2019, 
at 7:00 pm in the Church. 

END OF THE WORLD 
OR WORLD WITHOUT END? 

 

Wednesday, November 20, 2019, 7:00 pm 

What does the Book of Revelation and the 
Magisterium of the Church teach about the end of 
the world? Fr. James Thompson, O.P., will explore 
this question as well as some pointers on how to read 
this weird and wonderful last book of the Bible in 
light of the Catholic Faith. The usual take on 
Revelation is that it is primarily about the last days. 
However, Fr. James maintains this reading misses the 
point, and Saint John’s prophecy has a much broader 
application. Join us Wednesday, November 20 at 7:00 
pm in the Church.  

Visit straymondmp.org/speaker-series  to hear 
about new talks in the Speaker Series. A video from 
the last talk with Fr. Brad Elliot, O.P., is available at 
the link above. 
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There will be a training for Extraordinary Eucharistic 
Ministers on Monday, October 21 from 6:00-7:00 pm 
in the church.   

Current EMs who have not yet had the chance to 
train in the new guidelines and anyone who is 
Confirmed and would like to become an EM is 
welcome to attend.  Contact Amy at 
ajobin@straymondmp.org with any questions. 

SACRAMENTAL OR SPIRITUAL 
EMERGENCIES 

 

While I am the only priest assigned to St. 
Raymond, I take a day off, usually Wednesdays, 
and there are times I am not available 
throughout the year due to off-site meetings, 
vacation, etc. When I am not available, I always 
have another priest covering for me. To make 
sure you can reach a priest for sacramental or 
spiritual emergencies, we have an emergency 
number that forwards your calls to the priest on 
duty. 

The number is the main church number, 650-
323-1755, and once the recording starts press 
the number 8. Your call will be forwarded to me 
95% of the time. However, again, there are times 
when I am not available. So, trying to contact me 
directly via my office line, cell phone, texts, 
smoke signals, or social media may not be 
answered in a timely manner. My goal is to have 
a priest available to you 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, and 365 days a year. How is that for 
service? 

Please keep this reality in mind in the event of a 
sacramental or spiritual emergency. 

STOCK DONATION / MATCHING 
GIFTS / FALL DRIVE CAMPAIGN  

 

I have been asked if the parish has the ability to 
accept stock donations. Yes! So, if you have 
stocks you would like to donate, we would love 
to receive them. Also, please check to see if your 
company does matching gifts. Last year one 
company matched its employee's gift 2 to 1.  

A ROOM AT THE INN? 
 

We are in the final stages of interviewing a new, 
full-time music director. Should we hire her, the 
candidate would have to relocate from out-of-
state. As you know, housing costs are 
outrageous in the Menlo Park area. In an effort 
to assist with her move and adjustment to the 
higher cost of living, I am looking for someone 
who might have a guest cottage, granny unit, 
rental apartment, or rental house you would be 
able to offer our new music director, her 
husband, and late high school daughter for three 
to six months for free. If you are able to assist, 
please contact Fr. Jerome.  

PASTOR’S CORNER 

YOUNG ADULT MONTHLY DINNER 
The next Young Adult dinner will be Sunday, October 
27, 2019, following the 6:00 pm Mass in the Parish 
Hall.  Complete details will be posted on the their 
Facebook page at bit.ly/yastraymond. 



LITURGY PARISH EVENTS 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH   

 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2019 

  2:00 pm  CROP Hunger Walk at Nealon  
       Park, Menlo Park 

  3:00 pm  R.C.I.A. in Parish Hall 

  TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2019 

  9:00 am  Legion of Mary 

  7:00 pm  Buildings & Grounds Committee  

 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2019    

  10:00 am Small Group Bible Study 

 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2019 

  7:00 pm  Holy Hour (Adoration &    
       Confession) 

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2019 

  8:45 am  Adoration after morning Mass  

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2019 

  7:00 pm  Monthly Young Adult Dinner (p.3) 
 

SAVE THE DATE   

 MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2019 

  7:00 pm  Purgatory & Ghosts with Fr.   
      Jerome (p. 3) 

 FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2019 (ALL SAINTS) 

  Masses at 8:15 am, 12:15 pm & 7:00 pm 

MASS INTENTIONS  
 

Sat., Oct. 19, 5:15 pm  The Nelson Family, Both  

         Living & Deceased 

 Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sun., Oct. 20,  8:00 am Elizabeth Haynes 

     10:00 am  Roses Reyes     

     12:00 pm  Eleanor Jekot † 

     6:00 pm  St. Raymond Parish 

Mon., Oct. 21,  8:15 am Mother Cabrini (in    

         thanksgiving) 

Tues., Oct. 22,  8:15 am William Cardinal Levada †  

 St. John Paul II, Pope (m) 

Wed., Oct. 23,  8:15 am St. Raymond (in     

  St. John of Capistrano, Priest (m)  thanksgiving) 

Thur., Oct. 24,  8:15 am Christian Herden 

 St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop (m) 

Fri., Oct. 25, 8:15 am   Harold Curtis † 

Sat., Oct. 26, 8:15 am  Frederick Imperial † 

Sat., Oct. 26, 5:15 pm  Fr. Daniel Syverstad, O.P.

 Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sun., Oct. 27,  8:00 am St. Raymond Parish 

     10:00 am  The Imperial & Bantug  

         Families, Both Living  

         & Deceased     

     12:00 pm  Aurelio Maestrini † 

      6:00 pm  Clara Bruni † 
 

S—Solemnity F– Feast M– Memorial m-Optional Memorial 
 

Mass intentions are now available for 2020. Please 
visit or call the parish office.  
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LOVE SINGING CHRISTMAS MUSIC? 
EVER WANTED FREE SINGING LESSONS? 
All ages and ability levels are invited to join our 
Christmas choir rehearsals starting Wednesday, 
November 6, 7:30—9:00 pm. 

We will rehearse every Wednesday during 
November and December (except for Nov 27, the 
day before Thanksgiving). 

Rehearsals will be in either the Church or in the 
Parish Hall (depending on heat, etc.) so come 
join us! 

Instrumentalists are welcome too. Any 
questions, please contact our interim Music 
Director, Donna (DonnaStoering.com) at (408) 
406-6240 or email dstoering@gmail.com. 

November is the month in the Catholic tradition 
when we remember loved ones who have passed 
away and the Catholic Saints.  In honor of this 
time of the year, the Liturgy Committee invites 
you to turn in color copies of photos of family 
and friends who have passed and who you'd like 
to remember. These will be hung up in the 
Church throughout the month of November.  
The color copies of photos can be turned in to 
the parish office with the name of the person on 
the back; please note that they will not be 
returned but you can take down the picture of 
your loved one the weekend before 
Thanksgiving. 



F  F  
THE EVERLASTING ARMS  

 

By Fr. John Foley, S.J. 
 

There are two sides to Sunday’s readings. One 
theme is “Do not get tired when you are 
praying.” The other is, Of course you will, but 
there will be support. 

Most of us have experienced drowsiness when 
we try to pray. Even Moses gets fatigued as he is 
doing the equivalent of prayer in the First 
Reading (Exodus 17:8-13). He stands on the top of 
a hill where he can see a fight going on below, 
one he has ordered. To give his general, Joshua, 
victory over enemy forces, he holds out what our 
reading calls “the staff of God” over the battle. 
He has to continue holding it out, straight-
armed, until the combat is completely done 
because whenever he lowers his arms the enemy 
starts to win. This goes on for a long time and 
Moses’ arms do grow exceedingly weary. 

When I was an altar boy in the old rite I learned a 
bit about this by mindlessly holding the book out 
with extended arms for Father to read from. 
“Please, please, please read faster,” my arms 
petitioned. Moses did have people to support his 
arms, Aaron and Hur. They even found a rock for 
him to sit on. 

The theme: go ahead and get tired, someone will 
help you. 

But in the Gospel (Luke 18:1-8), in order to 
illustrate why we should keep praying (asking for 
things) and not grow tired, Jesus tells a parable 
about the unjust judge and a widow who does 
not stop asking. 

The widow, with very little to lose, comes to 
public court every single day and demands 
justice from the admittedly bored judge. Much 

like today’s scene! After a while the judge thinks 
to himself, if I don’t do something this woman 
will humiliate me in front of everyone. I give up. I 
will rule in her favor. 

The point we are given for this parable is: how 
much more God—who certainly is not bored—
will make sure we have what we need, even if it 
is only a very basic need. The widow’s 
persistence is therefore an example for all of us. 

Persistence. 

But did Jesus have someone supporting his arms 
as he spread them wide upon the cross? 

No? 

Even though Jesus was weary unto death and 
was no longer able to sense any presence of God 
whatsoever, he still prayed without ceasing. 
“Father, why have you abandoned me?” is one of 
the most riveting prayers in history. It set the 
stage for Mother Teresa’s persistence and 
fortitude throughout a life devoid of consolation. 

God’s love was strong enough to bring Jesus (and 
Mother Teresa) through, when every assurance 
had been taken away. Jesus stretched out his 
arms in a position that came to be the medieval 
position of prayer (arms lifted to God), and won a 
great victory, just as the Old Testament Moses 
and Joshua had done. He opened his arms to us 
so that we can fall into them when we ourselves 
are so very weary and discouraged. 

“The eternal God is your refuge,” Moses said. 
“Underneath are the everlasting arms” (Dt. 33:27). 

 

Fr. John Foley, SJ, is a composer and scholar at Saint 
Louis University. 

Copyright © 2019, John B. Foley, SJ  
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STEWARDSHIP PRAYERS FOR THE SICK  
As  a parish community we pray for 
the sick among us, including:  Arthur 
Ang, Balvina Gonzalez, Bernice 
Corcoran, Candy Hernandez, Celeste 
Green, Concepcion Varron, Diane 
Mojtehedi, Emmanuel Barbariol, 
Gayland Hagy, Janice Hagy, Karen 
Lundberg, Ken Newell, Lynn Bacon, 
Margaret McSweeney, Modesta 
Cintron, and those who wish not to 
be named. Please contact the parish 
office if you wish to add a name to 
this list.  

COLLECTIONS UP TO OCT 13, 2019  
             YTD       YTD 

          Actual      Budget      + / -      
Sunday Collection   $62,622.47   —     — 
Electronic Giving   $51,040.00   —     —      

Total Sunday Offertory  $113,662.47    $142,125.00  ($28,462.53) 

 

        YTD Actual  YTD Goal    + / -       

  Fall Drive       $6,195.00    $600,000.00     ($593,805.00) 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS If you have a 
notice for the bulletin, please send it to 
bulletin@straymondmp.org. Submissions are due by 
Friday two weeks before the publication date. You 
can also send any St. Raymond event photos that 
you would like to share with the community to the 
same address.  
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PLEASE DONATE! 

The St. Raymond School 7th grade class, along 
with St. Raymond Parish and the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society, are sponsoring our annual Coat 
Drive from October 17-28. Please gather your 
gently-used coats and jackets and drop them in 
the blue barrels which will be located at both 
entrances to the church starting October 17th. 
We would also be happy to accept hats, scarves, 
sweaters, sweatshirts, and any other warm 
clothing, as well as small rolling suitcases. 
Donations will be distributed to the poor and 
homeless right here in our local community. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

COAT DRIVE 

bit.ly/vivastraymond 

BE BAPTIZED AND SENT—ON 
MISSION IN THE WORLD!  

 
Today’s special collection is for World Mission 
Sunday. In this Extraordinary Missionary 
Month, we are called to personal encounters 
with Jesus Christ alive in the Church, and to 
offer, through this Eucharistic celebration, our 
prayers and our generous financial support, 
through the Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith, to continue the 
mission of Jesus. 
Today we are “sent” 
out to witness to 
Mission in the world 
through our prayers 
and personal 
sacrifices for our 
brothers and sisters 
around the world. As 
little as…  

-> $25 helps support a catechist for a month in 
remote Latin America  
-> $75 provides for the work of religious Sisters 
caring for orphaned children in Africa  
-> $100 assists poor children in boarding 
schools in Asia  

As always, your prayers are your most treasured 
gift to the Missions. Your prayers and financial 
help, offered today, WORLD MISSION SUNDAY, 
support mission priests, religious Sisters and 
Brothers, and lay catechists who are Christ’s 
witnesses to a world so in need of His healing, 
love, and peace.  
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Vallombrosa Choir Thanksgiving Prayer Service  
Sunday, November 17, 2:00 pm. 
$20 Donation suggested. 

Our annual Thanksgiving Prayer service with the 
Vallombrosa Choir under the direction of Patrick 
Feehan. Please register online to help us with set-
up. Usually the event “sells out” so please plan 
accordingly. 

Becoming the Christ You Were Meant to Be 
An Advent overnight retreat with Fr. Nathan Castle, 
O.P.  
Saturday, November 30 – Sunday, December 1  
$140 – $150  

Register for any of these events at vallombrosa.org/
calendar or call 650-325-5614. 

CARDINAL WILLIAM J. LEVADA 
FUNERAL INFORMATION 

 
Wednesday, October 23, 2019 
Cathedral of Saint Mary of the Assumption 
1111 Gough St., San Francisco 
VISITATION: 5:00-7:00 pm 
VIGIL: 7:00 pm Office of the Dead—Evening Prayer 

Thursday, October 24, 2019 
Cathedral of Saint Mary of the Assumption 
FUNERAL MASS: 10:00 am 
Doors open for the public at 9:30 am 
(Note: parking will not be available at the Cathedral 
for the Funeral Mass) 

Both events will be livestreamed at sfarch.org/
cardinal-levada-memorial.  

ST. FAUSTINA MOVIE 
ONE-DAY NATIONWIDE SCREENING 

 

Monday, October 28, 2019 
Century 20 Redwood City, 7:00 pm 

In 1931, Jesus 
appeared to Faustina 
Kowalska as the King 
of Mercy. Clothed in 
a white robe and 
emanating two large 
rays from his side, 
one white and one 
red, he asked 
Faustina to paint this 
image of Himself 
along with the 
phrase "Jesus, I trust 
in You," and to 
spread the message 
of mercy around the 
world. He promised 
that anyone who 
venerated this image would not perish. The 
gripping new docudrama Love and Mercy 
presents unknown facts and recently disclosed 
documents that shed new light on the vision of 
Faustina. The film debuts for one night only, 
October 28, at approximately 700 theaters 
across the United States, including Redwood 
City.  

Tickets are recommend in advance and can be 
purchased at bit.ly/stfaustinamovie. 


